




















BARRIERS TO ACCESSING FEDERAL 

FUNDING 

While accessing federal funding was the top 
priority of rural practitioners, it's important to note 
that approximately half of all the respondents 
indicated they experienced difficulties in this area. 
Fifty-four percent of the respondents experienced 
challenges identifying funding opportunities, 52% 
experienced problems applying for grant funds, 
and 42% experienced difficulties administering 
grant funds (see Table 2). 

Table 2: Rural Challenges in the Grant Process (N=179) 

�%who strongly
agree or agree 

It is difficult for my agency to identify 
grant funding opportunities to support 54% 
our specific needs. 

It is difficult for my agency to apply for 
52% grant funding. 

It is difficult for my agency to 
administer grant funding (including 42% 
complying with grant reporting). 

RURAL JUSTICE ROUNDTABLE 

Thirty-one (31) rural practitioners and researchers 
participated in a roundtable discussion held on 
April 21, 2022. The attendees highlighted how 
limited capacity, expertise, and resources impact 
rural communities' success in accessing federal 
funding. The roundtable participants also 
developed recommendations to meaningfully 
support rural communities. Their recommendations 
follow and are organized into chapters 
addressing federal grant funding, federally 
sponsored technical assistance, and federally 
sponsored training. 
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